THE HISTORY OF THE PRIESTLESS
AND THE DISCORD IN THEIR RANKS

FOR the moment we must revert to that initial period in the
history of the Schism when events raised, but could not yet
solve the problem whether the true faith would ultimately
triumph or the end of the world ensue. Even in those days there
was a definite tendency towards one or the other solution among
the supporters of the old faith and there were signs of a division
into two hostile camps. The majority, alarmed at the possibility of
being deprived of the church and sacraments, were averse to any
radical decision. The moderates endeavored to preserve a connec-
tion with church life and a part of the belief in the continued exist-
ence of the true church by an increasing number of concessions and
by artful interpretations. A break in this endless chain, which
linked the church with the apostolic days, was too awful for those
accustomed to believe implicitly in that which was "established be-
fore our time." To live by their own intellect and convictions, be-
ginning their religious life anew, and creating new forms of faith,
portended a revolution compared to which all Nikon's reforms
would pale into insignificance. In those days not even the adherents
to radical principles considered creating any new religious forms,
and they renounced the old ones only because of a steadfast belief
in the imminent end of the world. "Now is not the time to purify
the faith," the monk Abraham said, in view of the inevitable ad-
vent of Antichrist. Under the influence of this idea, the people did
not stop to reason how they could live without the church, but
how they could die with dignity. In exultant natures the fervent